
LEIGHTON-LINSLADE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT MENTMORE PARK PAVILION

MONDAY 16 MARCH 2015 AT 1930 HOURS

Present: Councillors R Berry - Town Mayor and Chair
A Brandham 
M Bishop
D Bowater
N Carnell
A Dodwell 
J M Freeman
G Perham
P Snelling
D Hopkin (Central Bedfordshire Council)

Officers M Saccoccio (Town Clerk)
D Marsh (Corporate Governance Manager)
I Haynes (Head of Grounds & Environmental 

Service)
S Sandiford  (Committee Officer)

Members of the Public  21
Member of the Press  0

1. WELCOME

The Town Mayor, Councillor R Berry, welcomed all those present to the 
meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  

A minute’s silence was held in memory of Jack Taylor, Harry Maughan and 
Ken Warren, in recognition of and thanks for their service to the town.  

Councillor Berry explained the format of the meeting and thanked 
representatives of the Friends of Tiddenfoot Waterside Park and the “In 
Bloom” committee for attending to present information on their projects. 

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors K 
Pughe, R Johnstone, R Goodchild, A Shadbolt, K Sharer, B Spurr and J 
Bowater.

3 MINUTES

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17 March 2014 were 
approved as a correct record and were signed accordingly.  

AGREED that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17 
March 2014 be approved as a correct record of the meeting.
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4 GREENING THE TOWN

David Rosie, Vice Chair of the “In Bloom” committee gave those present a 
brief overview of the group and its activities. 

Mr Rosie thanked the Town Council for its support over the last five years 
and advised that the group currently consisted of approximately thirty 
volunteers. Group members helped plant flowers, look after them, remove 
weeds, look after plants at the railway station for the Off The Rails group, 
remove litter and debris, remove graffiti, organise competitions for local 
young people, run plant stalls (in return for charity donations) and on 
occasion joined forces with another organisation to undertake a project.  For 
example, a joint working group with Tesco last week had resulted in 20 bags 
of litter being removed. 

The charities being supported this year were Autism in Bedfordshire and 
Brain Tumour Research. 

A major project last year had been the creation of a community garden at 
Pages Park – planning, planting and maintenance. This was a big job for a 
team of 6-7 volunteers and further volunteers would be warmly welcomed. 
More projects were planned for the future and having achieved a Silver Gilt 
award previously, the committee was now aiming for Gold. Sponsorship was 
being sought from both individuals and businesses, to help support the “In 
Bloom” initiatives.  

Tom Wise, Vice Chair of the Friends of Tiddenfoot Waterside Park, also 
thanked the Town Council for its continuing support through the community 
grant scheme, which had enabled the group to purchase necessary tools and 
equipment. 

Recent projects included hedge laying and planting of the “Forager’s Way” 
along the boundary fence with Cedars Upper School.  Regular working 
groups took place, the next one being on Saturday 28 March to work on the 
Forager’s Way and to undertake a litter pick.  An exciting new project was the 
building of a fairly extensive “sandmartin hotel”, which would provide a safe 
nesting place for kingfishers and sandmartins. 

The Friends produced a regular newsletter and continued to seek funds 
through grant applications and offering sponsorship of bird and bat boxes. 

Councillors thanked the representatives of both groups for attending the 
meeting and expressed support for all the voluntary activity taking place 
within the parish. Councillor Hopkin advised that Central Bedfordshire 
Council was currently running a “Cheering Volunteering” scheme and that 
nominations could be made online. 

5 COUNCIL ACTIVITY

The Chair introduced the Chairmen of the four main standing Committees 
and advised those present that Councillor Hopkin, a Central Bedfordshire 
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Councillor, was in attendance as Chair of the Partnership Committee.  A brief 
overview of the work of each committee would be given and then attendees 
would be invited to ask questions or make comments.

Partnership Committee

Cllr Hopkin explained that the purpose of the committee was to facilitate 
initiatives impacting on the parish and help to ensure successful outcomes. 
The “Partnership” referred to included not only the Town Council and Central 
Bedfordshire Council, but many other organisations including (but not limited 
to) the Fire service, Rotary Club, LB First, LB Connect and South 
Bedfordshire Friends of the Earth. Over 30 organisations were involved in the 
partnership projects. 

Some successful projects over the last year included installation of new 
signage in the town, the opening of a credit union as a result of the “Healthy, 
wealthy and wise” Community Forum event held, the defibrillator project 
which had seen the installation of five public-access defibrillators in the town, 
the installation of a speed camera on Soulbury Road, a new Green 
Infrastructure Plan to replace the old Green Wheel concept, the provision of 
events such as the Big Lunch and the Christmas Weekend, the temporary 
beach project and support for local businesses through various initiatives 
including a very successful Business Networking event.

 
Q. Some brilliant work has been done, but the recent residents’ survey 

highlighted that people want more local clothes shops. Central 
Bedfordshire Council had promised the development of the south side 
of the High Street by 2016 – do you have an update?

A. The project has been delayed due to complexities with land 
acquisition, but CBC has completed transfer of some parcels of land 
including the old cattle market site. The project should start within the 
next 12 months. The Director of Business Regeneration at CBC will be 
attending the next Partnership Committee on 16 April to give an 
update on this. 

Q. The defibrillators are a vital lifeline, as are the local voluntary First 
Responders.

Q. The Town Council has been very supportive of biodiversity projects 
but CBC has been remiss in supporting or engaging with such 
projects. The local MP wrote to CBC on this subject but there has 
been no follow-up or support from CBC.

A. This is not a matter Town Councillors can comment on.

Q. How will people know where the five defibrillators are and how to 
access them?

A. The First Responders will be leading on this and a training session 
(open to the public) is taking place on 13 May.
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Q. A comment – I think the partnership in Leighton Linslade is quite 
unique – the community is involved with both councils – I don’t know 
anywhere else where people can get involved at this level and 
influence action.  May I compliment the collaboration with the 
community. 

A. CBC has changed a lot over the last 4 years, since the introduction of 
the Localism bill.

Q. May I compliment the councils on the splash & play and the temporary 
beach – it’s wonderful to see families enjoying it.  Has the council 
looked at providing an outdoor/camping centre for older children?

A. This may be something The Greensand Trust is considering for 
Rushmere.

Policy and Finance Committee

Chair Councillor Gordon Perham spoke briefly about the work of the 
committee and the Council’s careful consideration of policies and 
expenditure, to ensure money was not wasted and that there was a demand 
from residents for projects. Money was put aside over time and gradually 
progress was made in delivering said projects. An example was the 
refurbishment of Mentmore Pavilion, which was completed in 2014 after 5-6 
years of building up funds for the project.   The Committee also supported 
numerous local organisations by way of community grants. 

There were no questions from attendees on the work of the Policy and 
Finance Committee. 

Planning and Transport Committee

Vice Chair Councillor J M Freeman reminded attendees that this committee 
existed primarily to fulfil the Town Council’s role as a statutory consultee on 
planning applications within the parish. The committee met once every three 
weeks to consider applications and provide feedback to CBC, as planning 
authority. Town Councillors had the benefit of extensive local knowledge and 
it was hoped that the comments made were useful to CBC planning officers. 

During 2014-15 the committee had also taken on transport matters, which 
again was primarily a case of responding to consultations and where 
appropriate, helping to support the introduction of local transport schemes 
(including walking and cycling). 

It was noted that the Town Council’s comments regarding the proposed 
development on land at Valley Farm had been taken on board by CBC in its 
response to Aylesbury Vale on the application. 

Q. It is disappointing that the Dash Direct bus cannot go all the way along 
Johnson Drive on Sandhills and that no solution has been found for 
the bus to turn around at the end of Johnson Drive. The bus is a 
lifeline for those without access to cars. 
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A. There are issues for all vehicles trying to negotiate Johnson Drive due 
to the number of parked cars.  Further roads on Sandhills needed to 
be adopted by CBC before measures could be considered.  The Astral 
Park Sports & Community Centre was not open 24/7 and the barrier to 
the car park during hours of closure was to prevent misuse of the car 
park and possibly Astral Park itself. 

Q. There are specific issues on Sandhills with illegal parking on double 
yellow lines outside Greenleas Kestrel school. The school has a travel 
plan in place but police support may be needed. 

A. A CBC councillor confirmed that this problem had been highlighted to 
CBC officers. The question of possible police support would be 
investigated further. 

Q. The number of taxis in the High Street is much too high.

A. Unfortunately there is no statutory limit to the number of taxi licences 
which can be granted.  If residents see a specific problem such as 
blocking of disabled parking spaces, they should contact Beds Police 
on the non-emergency number. In the meantime, CBC was 
considering options in respect of relocating the taxi rank. 

Leisure and Community Committee

Chair Councillor Alan Brandham gave a presentation to attendees on the 
broad range of projects and initiatives provided within the remit of the Leisure 
and Community Committee. These included the provision of successful 
community events, the management of many sports pitches, 17 play areas, 2 
cemeteries and 2 allotment sites and the provision of the unique TACTIC 
service for young people (now in its 11th year).

Recent successful projects included the refurbishment of Mentmore Pavilion, 
which was now enjoying much greater use by local clubs and by the 
community. The extension of Vandyke Cemetery, including new roads and 
pathways, was almost complete. A brand new play area was currently being 
installed on Vandyke Playing Field. The new Astral Park facility was being 
widely used for a number of different activities and functions, including youth 
football.

Exciting future projects included the refurbishment of the public conveniences 
at Parson’s Close Recreation Ground and the potential to develop Pages 
Park & Pages Field as a cricket hub.

Q. Thank you for your refreshing speech! I would like to say TACTIC is 
incredible and has helped so many young people – the staff work very 
hard and it’s very much appreciated.

Q. So many councillors and council staff go out of their way to support the 
local community – it does make things happen. Thank you. 
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Q. What’s going to happen to the former army cadet area at Vandyke – 
and when? What’s going to happen to Vandyke Pavilion?

A. This is under review and nothing has yet been decided. 

Q. Can the large branches of trees in Linslade Recreation Ground be cut 
down? It has been a mess since the autumn – the trees have been 
neglected for years. 

A. This will be looked into.

Q. Can you assure me there is a budget for maintenance of equipment, 
as well as purchases? We don’t want equipment to deteriorate.

A. Yes, there is a maintenance budget. In the case of play areas, these 
are inspected regularly by our own qualified staff and annually by an 
external contractor. If the public becomes aware of any damage 
caused by vandalism, please help us by reporting it to the police (and 
getting a reference number).

The Mayor ended the meeting by thanking all present for their attendance 
and for participating. A reminder was given of two forthcoming Mayoral 
events to raise funds for local charities. 

The meeting closed at 2059 hours.

I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE AND 
ACCURATE RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16 MARCH 2015.

Chair 14 MARCH 2016


